Characteristics of Grade 6 Potential
Dropouts

There is evidence that potential dropouts can be identified as early as
Grade 6; some argue that the characteristics are apparent even earlier.
The Grade 6 Potential Dropout:
• . . . is likely to possess at least two of the following characteristics: be
over age, have established patterns of poor attendance, have failed
or currently is failing either math or English/LA and/or demonstrates
various types of behavioral issues.
• . . . is more likely to be male than female and be African‐American or
Hispanic than Caucasian.
• . . . is likely to have limited home support; may be experiencing
physical, emotional and/or sexual abuse. If female, sexual abuse is
more likely than if male.
• . . . is likely to have repeated at least one grade in Grades K‐5.
• . . . is likely to have a reading deficit that has not been diagnosed
and/or corrected.
• . . . is likely to demonstrate problems in managing time, work loads
and deadlines.
• . . . is likely to be slowly becoming disengaged from school; some call
this behavior “disconnecting” from school; some call it becoming
alienated from school.
• . . . may be showing early signs of clinical depression.

• . . . is likely to feel and talk negatively about school and his/her
teachers.
• . . . is likely NOT to be receiving special education services.
(Note: This statement can be debated. Some policy analysts report it to be true;
however, it was reported by the US Department of Education in its 23rd annual
report to Congress on the implementation of IDEA that more than 1/3 of LD
students and close to 50% of ED and BD students drop out. Some argue that the
discrepancy exists because there has been over identification of minorities in
special education classes. There seems to be agreement that 25‐30% of special
education students do drop out.)
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